
COLONEL DANIEL L. BALL 
Commander, Combat Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division 

 
Colonel Dan Ball graduated from the United S

Military Academy in 1985 and received his commis
Aviation.  Upon completion of flight school and the AH-1 
Cobra transition course, Colonel Ball’s first duty 
assignment was with 1-24th Attack Battalion (Vipe
24th Infantry Division where he held numerous positions 
from 1986-1991 to include LNO, Assistant S-3, Battalion 
S-2 and culminated with Command, a position he held 
during his unit's deployment for Desert Shield/S
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antry Advanced Course where he graduated as a
honor graduate.  From 1991-1994, Colonel Ball remained 
at Ft. Benning, Georgia as the Aviation Branch Chief for 
aviation tactics, techniques, and procedures for the 
Infantry Basic and Advanced Courses, Officer Candi
School, and Pre-command Course.  Serving in his alternate specialty next, he went to
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas for two years as an Operational Research Systems Analyst.  
Upon graduation from Command and General Staff College, Colonel Ball served 
1-6 Cavalry Squadron Executive Officer and the 6th Cavalry Brigade S-3, Korea.  Prior 
to assuming battalion command, Colonel Ball served as the Senior Attack Aviation 
Trainer (Eagle03), Operations Group, Fort Irwin, California.  Colonel Ball assume
command of 1-227th Attack Helicopter Battalion “First Attack” in January 2001.  His 
command culminated in a deployment to Iraq for Operation Iraqi Freedom where he 
successfully led his unit on numerous combat operations.  After redeploying First Attack
safely back from Operation Iraqi Freedom, Colonel Ball attended a War College 
fellowship at the University of Texas.  Colonel Ball was most recently assigned to th
Joint Staff Plans and Policy Directorate serving as the Afghanistan Branch Chief bef
becoming the commander of the Combat Aviation Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division in 2006

Colonel Ball is currently leading the 3rd CAB in combat 
tion Iraqi Freedom in Baghdad.   
Colonel Ball holds a masters deg
sity.  He is qualified in the AH-64 Apache Longbow, a distinguished honor 

graduate of the Air Assault School, and is Airborne qualified.   
His awards include the Bronze Star with oak leave cluste
 for valor and Air Medal with Numeral II, Meritorious Service Medal (4OLC), A

Commendation Medal (1OLC), and Army Achievement Medal (3OLC).   


